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less liable to act as carriers and, therefore, may be added more safely to the uninfected herd. It is believed that impasteurized milk from creameries may be a source of infection. Buying only animals that have passed the abortion test successfully would be added insurance against infection. The owner of stock who is continually adding new animals from herds he knows little or nothing about is taking desperate chances.
Until recent years there has been a great difference of opinion as to the proper procedure to check or eradicate abortion disease. Many stockmen have felt this, and some have become discouraged. They are now in the proper frame of mind to try any panacea that is offered. It will bear repetition here that there is no positive cure for animals infected with this disease. No tonic, mineral, or other preparation is of any benefit whatsoever.
Vaccines have been advocated as a preventive and cure for abortion, but they have not given satisfactory results, at least not enough to warrant their general use. Vaccines offered for sale fall into two classes. One is called a dead vaccine or bacterin and the other is made of the live germs in a weakened form. The first-mentioned vaccine has been discarded. The vaccine made of the live germs has given satisfaction in some cases, but is not of sufficient value to recommend it. The time may come when something of this nature is perfected. Until then remedies of this sort and other drugs must be disregarded.
The method to be used in an attempt to control abortion disease will depend somewhat on the individual herd and the facilities available. The first requisite would be a test of the entire herd. If the herd is not especially valuable and the number of animals reacting to the test is not great, it might be best to sell all the reacting cows. If the test shows a very large percentage of reactors, this might not be practical. This is true in the case of valuable pedigreed animals. It should also be remembered that one test will not always eliminate all the infected animals, and that two